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Product Lifecycle Management: Back to the Future 
 
In today's fiercely competitive global economy companies are striving to build better products 
faster and cheaper than their competitors. The Internet makes it possible for them to harness the 
best global talents.  
 
But distributed and collaborative development of products is a challenge. It requires integrating a 
broad spectrum of knowledge that is created and used in disparate computing and information 
resources. In a global corporation, product, process and service data is created by many people 
in many formats. However, effective decision making requires the right information, in the right 
context, at the right time, across the global supply chain. This is the goal of Product Lifecycle 
Management (PLM) tools and will be described in this presentation. 
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